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SPOTLIGHTUH Hilo’s first M.Ed.
candidates highlight fall
commencement
by Ken Hupp

This fall’s commencement ceremony marks another important chap-
ter in UH Hilo’s history with the awarding of the first Masters in
Education degrees.  A total of 13 M.Ed. candidates are eligible for the
degree, after having completed the two-year and one semester program
of study, in concert with cohort members from various public and
private schools and Hawai‘i Community College.

Fall commencement will be held on Saturday, December 21 begin-
ning at 9 a.m. in the UH Hilo New Gym. A total of 217 students
representing the College of Arts and Sciences (196), College of Agricul-
ture, Forestry & Natural Resource Management (13), and Ka Haka ‘Ula
O Ke‘elikolani College of Hawaiian Language (8) are candidates for
degrees. A ticket is required for admittance.

“This is a really big accomplishment for our students and the com-
munity,” said Dr. Alice Kawakami, associate professor and co-chair of
education. “The community and the University worked for more than a
decade to make it possible for this group of educators to earn their M.eD
at home in Hilo.  Thankfully we had the will to persist.”

The program includes 15 classes for a total of 33 credits and a masters
project, which provides students with an opportunity to conduct an
inquiry into an educational question that will enable them to improve
the quality of their professional work.

“Full-time teachers have made a commitment to their own profes-
sional growth in the interest of improving their teaching, and ultimately,
the learning of students in the classroom,” Kawakami said.  “As this first
group of M.Ed. cohort graduates, we are grateful for the many individu-
als, who through their patience and support made this possible.”

Mrs. Patricia Hamamoto, superintendent of the State Department of
Education, will be the keynote speaker.

Hamamoto, a 1962 graduate of Maryknoll High School, attended
Cal-State Long Beach, where she earned a B.A. in history and profes-

Shirley Kawamoto: A
career of putting
students first
by Ken Hupp

In educational circles,
knowledge is power.  And
by that definition, Shirley
Kawamoto surely ranks as
a powerful individual in the
Office for Student Affairs.
When she concludes her 29-
year career in state govern-
ment this month, she will
take with her a wealth of

knowledge that has made her an invaluable asset
to a variety of directors, administrators and stu-
dents alike.

Kawamoto came to UH Hilo in 1974 after
spending a year as a clerk typist for the Depart-
ment of Social Services and Housing typing food
stamps for welfare clients. She began the first of
several assignments under Jim DeMello as a clerk
stenographer in the Veterans Office.

In the ensuing years, she has worked in a
wide variety of jobs within the Office for Student
Affairs, including Financial Aid, Counseling and
Testing, Admissions, Placement and Career De-
velopment, Student Development, Health Ser-
vices, Student Employment, and the Career Cen-
ter.  While the jobs have changed, the one com-
mon denominator has been Kawamoto’s com-
mitment to making a difference in the lives of UH

Shirley Kawamoto
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sional teaching diploma in 1967.  She later added an
administrator’s certificate from UH Manoa in 1985, and
obtained a certificate of completion in labor relations, spe-
cializing in arbitration in 1990.

Her lengthy educational career spans more than three
decades. Hamamoto’s first teaching job in Hawai‘i followed
a brief hiatus from the profession when she accepted a
position at Highlands Intermediate School in Pearl City in
1974 to teach social studies.

Hamamoto’s first taste of administration came in 1983,
when she spent two years as vice principal of Maui High,
while earning her administrator’s certificate.  She also held
the number two job at Nanakuli High and Intermediate
School before landing her first principal’s job at Pearl City
Highlands Elementary in 1987. Hamamoto took a two-year
break to serve in the State Office of Personnel Services before
returning to the Department of Education as principal of
McKinley High School.

Hamamoto became Deputy Superintendent of Education
in February of 1999. She held that post until October 2001
when the unexpected resignation of Paul LaMahieu elevated
her to the top job.  Hamamoto served as acting superinten-
dent until December, when the State Board of Education
named her to the permanent post.

The graduating class will be represented by two student
speakers: Tamara Bronk and Aaron Phillips.

Bronk, a communication major pursuing a minor in busi-
ness administration, is a California native who carries a 3.99
GPA. She has made the Dean’s List for five consecutive
semesters, and has twice received the College of Arts and
Sciences Merit-Based Tuition Waiver.  Bronk is a two-time
recipient of the All-American Scholar Award and was the
May 2002 recipient of the National Collegiate Business Merit
Award.

The title of her address will be “Past, Present and Future.”
Phillips, a fellow communication major, carries a 3.5

GPA. He came to UH Hilo last year after spending the
previous six years at Montana State University. A veteran of
the Gulf War, Phillips earned 19 decorations, medals, badges,
citations and campaign ribbons while serving in the army
from 1989-1992.  He received the Purple Heart after being
wounded by an Iraqi suicide bomber. He was also awarded
the Bronze Star for disarming 18 Iraqi soldiers in Kuwait with
the assistance of just one other soldier.

His address will draw upon his Gulf War experience as
the United States once again prepares for an armed conflict
with Iraq.  He will encourage his classmates to face their
challenges by holding true to their ideals in the face of
adversity.

Phillips plans to attend law school following graduation.
For more information on commencement, contact Haunani

Bernardino at (808) 974-7705 or email haunani@hawaii.edu.
For special accommodations, contact Susan Shirachi

Gonsalves at (808) 933-0816 (V) or (808) 974-7335 (TTY).
Requests for special accommodations should be made at
least 10 business days prior to the event.

(Editor’s note: Ken Hupp is a public information officer.)

Noted Hawaiian educator/
composer receives M.A. in
Hawaiian language

by Niniau Kawaihae

Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikölani
College of Hawaiian Language
adds to its milestone set this
past spring semester with the
graduation this month of its sec-
ond master’s candidate, UH
Hilo’s Assistant Professor of Ha-
waiian/Hawaiian Studies Larry
Lindsey Kimura.

Few people outside of the
Hawaiian-speaking community know of Kimura’s
innumerable contributions to the revitalization of the
Hawaiian language.  Years before he helped to estab-
lish the first Punana Leo, he was teaching a fleet of
students at UH Manoa, many of whom eventually
became university faculty on Hawai‘i, Maui, O‘ahu
and Kaua‘i.  In addition, Kimura was preserving oral
history through interviews of native-speaking kupuna
about life in the late 1800s and 1900s.  Most of these
kupuna were guests of his on radio station KCCN,
where he launched and hosted for 17 years (1972-1989)
the first Hawaiian talk show, Ka Leo Hawai‘i.  Today,
those interviews are invaluable resources for students
studying the Hawaiian language.

Kimura’s own knowledge of Hawaiian tradition is
vast and extensive.  This is made abundantly evident
in his literary compositions which set the standard for
present-day writers of Hawaiian poetry, chant, songs,
essays, and stories.  In 1994, the Hawai‘i Literary Arts
Council recognized his unmatched output by confer-
ring upon him the Elliot Cades Award for Literature.

It is little wonder that Kimura’s master’s thesis is
entitled, Na Mele Kau O Ka Mahele Mua O Ka Mo‘olelo
‘O Hi‘iakaikapoliopele Na Joseph M. Poepoe:  He
Kalailaina Me Ke Kalele Ma Luna O Na Ku‘inaiwi
Kaulua.  In English, “The Poetry of the First Part of the

Larry Kimura

Kimura - continued on page 3.



                     

Ancient Hawaiian Epic, Hi‘iakaikapoliopele, as Recorded by
Joseph M. Poepoe:  A Structural Analysis with Emphasis on
Devices Linking Paired Utterances.”  His extensive back-
ground in poetry and song-writing, coupled with his knowl-
edge of Hawaiian language and culture, has served as excel-
lent preparation for the academic study of such an intricate
treatment.

Currently, Kimura is also a member of the board of ‘Aha
Punana Leo and is the Hawaiian content coordinator for the
Mauna Kea Astronomy Education Center project.

(Editor’s note: Niniau Kawaihae is outreach coordinator with Ka Haka
‘Ula O Ke‘elikölani College of Hawaiian Language.)

Chancellor Rose Tseng and Dr. Ken Hon (R) observe students in Lois
Sanekane’s “Sand and Sea” class at a recent Na Pua No`eau Super
Saturday event. Hon and other Keaholoa Project faculty are involved in
a number of activities this year to increase the number of Hawaiian
students entering the science and mathematics fields at UH Hilo.

Geology closes fall schedule of
Focus on UH Hilo

Geology and volcanology are the featured topics
during the December telecast of Focus on UH Hilo.
The program is hosted by Chancellor Rose Tseng, and
airs on December 4 from 8:00 – 8:30 p.m. on Channel
54.

Dr. Ken Hon, associate professor and chair of
geology, will discuss the latest developments in the
popular natural sciences program, which recently
began offering a new bachelor of science degree.

Focus on UH Hilo highlights UH Hilo programs,
up and coming developments and the University’s
partnerships with various community organizations.

Kimura
Continued from page 2

UH Hilo hosts first diversity
symposium
by Jim Mellon and Patrice Williams-Clayburn

The UH Hilo Diversity Committee, Office of Student
Affairs, National Student Exchange, Department of Com-
munication, Humanities Division and UH Hilo Stu-
dent Association, sponsored UH Hilo’s first “Dialogue on
Diversity” symposium on September 30, 2002.  The goal
of the event was to strengthen the ties between members
of diverse groups on the UH Hilo campus and in the
community by providing an open forum for discussion.
Over 400 students, faculty, staff and community mem-
bers attended.

The symposium organizers, Dr. Catherine Becker,
Patrice Williams-Clayburn, and Jim Mellon, were three of
UH Hilo’s recipients of the UH President’s Diversity
Initiative grants last year. Becker’s grant funded an ex-
amination of group affiliations at UH Hilo using the Data-
Driven Dynamic Approach that produced maps describ-
ing relationships among diversity-related concepts.
Mellon and Williams-Clayburn’s grant was used to pro-
duce a video of local and mainland students talking about
their expectations and perceptions of each other, and
offering suggestions for improving communication be-
tween them (see related story on page 4).

Symposium presenters included 13 faculty and staff
members, communication expert Dr. Gay Leah Barfield,
and 14 students.  Student presentations were eligible for
cash prizes.

First prize was awarded to Karlen Suga and Ginger
Takeshita for their comical skit “Da Kine,” second prize
went to Yolisa Duley for her well-researched paper “The
Needs of African Heritage Students in Hawai`i’s Public
Schools,” and third prize was captured by Elizabeth
Gerron for her insightful presentation, “Disability as
Culture.”

Faculty/staff presentations included: Dr. Ron
Amundson, “The Last Civil Rights Movement:  Disability
as Diversity”; Dr. Catherine Becker, “Cultural Maps of
Faculty and Students”; Jim Mellon and Pat Williams-
Clayburn, “Islands and Beaches:  Crossing Cultural Land-
scapes”; Dr. Sherryll Mlyenek, “Digressive Pedagogy:
Rigor without Rigueur”; Drs. Becky Ostertag and Sonia
Juvik, “Hawaiian Values, Science & Technology: Ad-
vancing a New Paradigm for STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics) Education”; Susan Shirachi
Gonsalves, “The Sexuality of Disability: A Personal Jour-
ney,” and Lynne Stamoulis, “Diversity of the UH Student
Body.”

Herbert Pitts, the new UH Hilo equal employment
opportunity and affirmative action director, provided
opening and closing remarks.

Diversity Symposium - continued on page 7.



Video tape of UH Hilo
students’ diversity now
available to faculty and staff
by Jim Mellon

Reflecting on his experiences, Colorado native David
Loughmiller refers to coming to UH Hilo as “a nice culture
shock.”  Angela Hedderich, originally from the mainland,
talks about her experience of feeling like a minority in Hawai`i
for the first time in her life.  Melissa Whitman, an exchange
student from Western Washington University, reveals that
she “anticipated more anger and hatred” toward her for
being haole.  Hilo native Karlen Suga suggests that local
students at UH Hilo be more tolerant and accepting of
differences that students from the mainland bring with them,
while Kipuka Program Coordinator Kalani Makekau-
Whittaker explains from a native perspective how past injus-
tices in Hawai`i’s history have influenced the way Hawaiians
perceive and relate to outsiders today.

These are just a few of the comments and viewpoints
expressed in a new video called “Islands and Beaches: Cross-
ing Cultural Landscapes.”  Produced by Student Affairs staff
Pat Williams-Clayburn, director, national student exchange
program, and Jim Mellon, director of student development,
with the technical assistance of students Bryan Evans, Jenni-
fer Bull, and Scott Booth, the video features local and main-
land UH Hilo students talking story about their perceptions
and expectations of each other.  They also discuss local
customs, values and encounters they have experienced with
each other—both good and bad.  The video concludes with

students giving suggestions as to how to better understand
and appreciate each other’s differences.

The aim of “Islands and Beaches” is to enhance the
integration and interaction of UH Hilo students from diverse
backgrounds, particularly local and mainland students.  The
project grew out of discussions between Williams-Clayburn
and Mellon in which they shared stories they had heard from
students about tensions on campus between local and main-
land students.  Anecdotal evidence suggested that some
mainland students left UH Hilo because of social factors:
they felt like they didn’t “fit in” and were not integrated or
accepted into the local culture.

Williams-Clayburn and Mellon borrowed the metaphor
of “islands and beaches” from historian Greg Dening to use
as a central guiding theme for the video.  Dening writes that
“‘islands and beaches’ is a metaphor for the different ways in
which human beings construct their worlds and for the
boundaries that they construct between them.  It is a natural
metaphor for the oceanic world of the Pacific where islands
are everywhere and beaches must be crossed to enter them or
leave them, to make them or change them.”

The first public showing of “Islands and Beaches” was at
the Diversity Symposium on September 30, 2002. Since the
showing, several instructors have shown the video in class.
Plans to show the video in the future include sessions with
National Student Exchange students, residence hall stu-
dents, athletes, University 101 classes, and at orientation.

UH Hilo faculty and staff are invited to request a copy of
the 40-minute tape and facilitator’s guide to show to stu-
dents.

For more information, please contact Williams-Clayburn
(x47389, pcwillia@hawaii.edu) or Mellon (x30859,
mellon@hawaii.edu).

Support BTA’s silent auction Dec. 4 & 5
by Timothy Kane

Need to start your holiday shopping?!  Looking for quality gifts at bargain prices?!  Then come to the Second
Annual Silent Auction on December 4 and 5 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Campus Center Private Dining Room.

Sponsored by Break Thru Adventures (BTA), the silent auction is BTA’s signature fundraising event. This Spring
Break, 36 students, staff and faculty members will head to Kaua‘i, Moloka‘i and Kaho‘olawe to perform environmen-
tal service as an alternative to drinking and drugs.

Some auction items include dinners for two at favorite Big Island restaurants, gift certificates for massage and
personal training, as well as some very special surprises!  So please join us for this fun event that supports service
over drugs and alcohol, while helping members of the UH Hilo community safeguard the environment.

For more information, please contact Timothy Kane at x30732 or kanet@hawaii.edu.

(Editor’s note: Timothy Kane is coordinator, orientation/service learning.)



Hats off  to...

Raina Ivanova

Hats off  - continued on page 6.

Thomas K. Pinhey

Manu Meyer

Terrance Jalbert

Hirokuni Masuda

Wayne Miyamoto

Michael Marshall

Arne Grimstrup

Raina Ivanova, Assistant Professor
of Mathematics, delivers a lecture on
“The Jordan Normal Form of Natural
Operators Associated to the Curvature
Tensor” at the American Mathemati-
cal Society’s Special Geometry Session
in Recent Advances in Riemannian and
Lorentzian Geometreis next month in
Baltimore, MD. The lecture represented
the results of her collaboration with P.
Gilkey from the University of Oregon
and T. Zhang from Murray State Uni-
versity.  Ivanova served as chair of the
previous Geometry Session of AMS in
2002.

Thomas K. Pinhey, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Sociology, recently had a pa-
per on “Highlights of Findings from
the 1999 Guam Study of Youth Risk
Behaviors” accepted for publication in
Pacific Health Dialog. The paper was
co-authored by Randall L. Workman,
Rachel T. Leon Guerrero ( both from
the University of Guam), and Michael
P. Perez (Cal State University at Fuller-
ton).

Manu Meyer , Assistant Professor
of Education, gave the keynote address
at the Native American Indian Educa-
tion Conference held last month in Al-
buquerque, NM. Her talk was entitled
“Ho`ouluana: A Radical Remember-
ing of Our Future.”

Terrance Jalbert, Associate Profes-
sor of Finance, had “Insider Trading
around Bank Failures” accepted for
publication in the Journal of Commer-
cial Banking and Finance and
“Benchmarking the Accounting and
Finance Functions of Hong Kong Listed
Firms: Personnel and Cost of Opera-
tion” accepted for publication in the
Journal of the International Academy
for Case Studies. Additionally, Jalbert
was honored with the Best Paper award
at the International Business and Eco-
nomics Research Conference.

Hirokuni Masuda, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Japanese, had his paper on
“The PAG hypothesis: What pidgins
and creoles tell us about our evolution-
ary pathways” accepted as one of the
plenary talks at next month’s annual
meeting of the Society for Pidgin &
Creole Linguistics in conjunction with
the Linguistic Society of America, to be
held in Atlanta, GA. He will discuss the
concept of the creole lifecycle and its
application to the study of the origin
and evolution of language.

Wayne Miyamoto, Professor of Art,
was invited by the Hawai‘i State Foun-
dation on Culture and the Arts to par-
ticipate in the 2002 Governor’s State-
wide Conference on Culture and the
Arts entitled “Hawai‘i: The State of the
Arts” at the Hawai‘i Convention Cen-
ter held last month in Honolulu. He
was one of the artists invited to the
preview reception hosted by Governor
Cayetano and the SFCA, and also par-
ticipated as an invited artist at the pub-
lic grand opening of the museum on
the grounds of the State Capitol and
Hawai‘i State Art Museum. He pre-
sented a relief painting demonstration
in conjunction with the Honolulu
Printmakers. Miyamoto is one of the
featured artists in the inaugural exhibi-
tion entitled “Enriched by Diversity:
The Art of Hawai‘i,” which includes
360 works of art in a variety of media by
284 artists statewide.

Michael Marshall, Associate Pro-
fessor of Art, last month presented a
work on paper in the All Hawai‘i Juried
Art Exhibition presented by the East
Hawai‘i Cultural Council at the EHCC
Gallery. His work, “Untitled,” is a re-
cently completed mixed media and has
received a Juror’s Award in this exhibi-
tion.
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Ramon Figueroa-
Centeno

George Jacob

Larry Rogers

Pila Wilson

Susan Shirachi
Gonsalves

Rick Castberg

Arne Grimstrup, Visiting Instruc-
tor in Computer Science, presented a
co-authored paper “Toward
Interoperability of Mobile Agent Sys-
tems” at the 6th International Confer-
ence on Mobile Agents in Barcelona,
Spain in October. The paper will ap-
pear in the proceedings of the confer-
ence, vol 2535 of Lecture Notes in Com-
puter Science, pages 106-120, Springer-
Verlag, October 2002.

Ramon Figueroa-Centeno, Assis-
tant Professor of Mathematics, recently
had his article “On super edge-magic
graphs” published in Ars
Combinatoria, vol. 64, pps. 81-95. The
article was co-authored by R. Ichishima
and F.A. Muntaner-Batle.

George Jacob , Project Director,
Mauna Kea Astronomy Education Cen-
ter, currently has 15 of his paintings on
display at the Hilo Yacht Club in an
exhibition entitled “Inner Spirit.” The
exhibition ends mid-January 2003.

Larry Rogers, Professor of Japanese,
had his article “A Month in Tokyo:
Encounters with Stasis and Change”
published in the online magazine Per-
simmon: Asian Literature, Arts, and
Culture at www.persimmon-mag.com.
The article includes entries and photos
from a journal Rogers kept while visit-
ing Tokyo in the summer of 2001.

Pila Wilson, Professor of Hawai-
ian/Hawaiian Studies, last month par-
ticipated in the Indigenous Languages
Institute in Albuquerque, NM with UH
Hilo’s Na‘ilima Gaison, which brought
over 300 participants from over 60
Native American language groups to
discuss how to teach and revitalize
their languages. In October, Wilson
gave talks and workshops in Oklahoma
on indigenous language immersion
and teaching under an invitation from
Dr. Akira Yamamoto of the University

of Kansas. He made presentations to
Northeastern State University, the
Oklahoma Native Languages Associa-
tion and the Fort Gibson Public School
system. Accompanying Wilson in his
final workshop were his two children
who spoke of their experiences as stu-
dents in UH Hilo’s Hawaiian immer-
sion laboratory school,
Nawahiokalani‘opu‘u.

Susan Shirachi Gonsalves, Direc-
tor, University Disabilities Services, and
Dr. Rick Castberg, Professor of Politi-
cal Science, co-authored a grant for the
Native American Tribal Law Confer-
ence that was held at UH Hilo this past
June. Beginning January 2003, the con-
ference will be televised statewide on
local cable stations. The two-day con-
ference provided information on the
history of federal Indian law and policy,
government-to-government relation-
ships with tribal governments, tribal
criminal jurisdiction, and community
outreach in Indian Country, to name a
few. Funding was provided by the UH
Hilo Research Relations Fund,
President’s Diversity and Equity Ini-
tiative and the UH Humanities Fund.

Mark your calendars!
Several campus events are taking place this month and

next, and the entire University ‘Ohana is invited to join in on
the celebrations.

UH Hilo’s Annual Holiday Party will be held on Thurs-
day, December 12 from 3-5 p.m. in the Campus Center
Dining Room. Join the festivities with colleagues and friends,
share a candy cane or two with Santa, and create your own
one-of-a-kind sundae at everybody’s favorite Sundae Bar.
Families are invited to attend.

On Friday, January 17, a dedication ceremony for the
new University Classroom Building begins at 10:30 a.m.
with Chancellor Tseng, President Dobelle and the Board of
Regents. More information on this event is forthcoming.

Happy Holidays!
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The highlight of the day was a dramatic presentation by
guest speaker Kathryn Waddell Takara, assistant professor of
ethnic studies at UH Manoa, who spoke on “Hawai`i and the
African Diaspora:  Shifting Sands, Unspoken Boundaries, A
Look at Institutional Exclusion of Blacks in Hawai`i.”

In keeping with the University’s commitment to ensuring
equity, fairness and a campus environment that is responsive to
its diverse student population, organizers and participants hope
to build upon the enthusiasm generated at the symposium by
planning future events of its kind.

(Editor’s note: Jim Mellon is director, student development, and Patrice
Williams-Clayburn is director, national student exchange.)

UDS office is here for you!
by Susan Shirachi Gonsalves

The University Disability Services (UDS) office has been
growing and expanding its services in the past year.  The
number of students serviced has increased 28%, with a possible
additional 13% increase for students who are in the process of
securing eligibility documents.  To support the retention of
students with disabilities, the UDS offers an annual tuition
waiver, which is awarded to a student with a disability and a
minimum GPA of 3.5.

One function of the Disability Services Office is to serve as a
support system to campus constituents with disabilities.   By
empowering people, the UDS office is able to implement reason-
able changes on campus.  For students with disabilities, empow-
erment is achieved through a bi-weekly newsletter, and an
invitation to participate in training offered campuswide. A n -
other goal of UDS is to provide consistent, responsive, and
quality service, especially to Internet users.  UDS has developed
a comprehensive, consumer-friendly Web site, and is currently
in the process of designing an online process for registration.

The UDS Office is also responsible for ensuring that campus
facilities and programs are accessible to everyone.  With joint
support from the Student Support Services Program, assistive
technology software was purchased and installed in computer
labs, the Library, and Distraction Free testing rooms.

Education has been a major focus of this office since its
inception in 1998.  In Fall 2002, new training/seminar options
were added to services offered by UDS, including Assistive
Technology (AT) training for Nursing 371 (Computers and
Health Care), televised training on “Distance Education and
ADA Implementation,” Housing Resident Assistant training on
“Mental Health Issues and Students with Disabilities,” and
seminars for disabled American veterans on accessing on-cam-
pus disability services.

UDS also participated in the nationwide movement to recog-
nize October as National Disability Awareness Month by spon-
soring the first UH Hilo National Disability Mentoring Day for

Big Island high school “504” students.
Collaboration is a theme that UDS believes in.  The

UDS Office submitted a joint proposal for the 26th annual
AHEAD Conference, to be held in Dallas, Texas in 2003.
This conference is the most widely respected forum on
disability issues in higher education institutions.

The UDS office is also working in partnership with the
UH Hilo Women’s Center on a $400,000 grant proposal
from the US Department of Justice, Violence Against
Women Office.  If approved, the grant will be used to
develop on-campus resources to help prevent violence
against women, including women with disabilities.

This past summer, the UDS office was selected as a
site-sponsor for the John Burns School of Medicine, Pa-
cific Basin Rehabilitation Research and Training Center,
to address four major disability areas.  From this summer
project, a partnership was developed with the Center for
Independent Living, and a joint proposal will be submit-
ted to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that will
address strengthening support systems for persons with
disabilities.

(Editor’s note: Susan Shirachi Gonsalves is director, university
disability services.)

                     

Planetarium design firms
selected for MKAEC project

Sky-Skan, Astro-Tec Manufacturing, and Goto Opticals
Manufacturing Co. have been selected to design the Mauna
Kea Astronomy Education Center’s planetarium and
auxiliary projections systems. Here, a tilting dome
planetarium captures an interactive Mauna Kea summit
experience with large format pano-hemispheric motion
picture projection systems. “The dazzling design elements
break the mold of conventional thinking, making this the
most singularly unique planetarium facility of its kind in
the world,” said Project Director George Jacob. The Center
is scheduled to open in 2005.



UH Hilo’s International Student Association teamed up with the Rotary Club of
Hilo on a community service project last month which involved planting roughly
70 native Hawaiian plants at the O‘okala Community State Park.

Hilo’s students.
“I enjoy working with students, interacting with them and making them

feel comfortable here at UH Hilo,” Kawamoto said.  “I treat them as I would
my own children.”

Fulfilling that objective used to require a great deal of multi-tasking.
Kawamoto notes that when she arrived on campus, the Office of Student
Services, as it was known then, was less specialized than it is today.
Although department heads were called directors, their job descriptions
included multiple areas of responsibility.

“When Larry Test first came on board in 1975, he was assigned to handle
Housing, as well as Counseling and Testing, and was the liason to the newly
created Developmental Services Program,” Kawamoto said.  “Today, Larry
is the director of counseling and testing and we have separate directors for
Housing, National Student Exchange, Hawaiian Leadership Development,
and other areas such as Admissions, Financial Aid, and the Campus Center,
etc.”

Kawamoto took professional leave from the University in 1991, when
DeMello became the Big Island liason officer for then-Governor John Waihe‘e.
While working as DeMello’s secretary for the next two years, Kawamoto
fulfilled one of her academic objectives by earning a BA in anthropology in
1992.  Obtaining her degree split Kawamoto’s time as she maintained a full-
time job, while attending classes at UH Hilo on a part-time basis. But her
most challenging moment may have come at the work site, where she found
herself on the front line of the geothermal protests of the early 90s.

“It was my first day at work, drilling had just begun at the geothermal
project site and 15 protestors were outside our office early in the morning,”
Kawamoto said.  “I was told to just stay calm and listen to them, but I
couldn’t just sit there, so I took out a notepad and started writing out their
complaints and I believe that is what calmed them down.  After about 15
minutes, they silently walked out.”

Kawamoto returned to the University with DeMello in 1993 to work in
the Career Center and later took over management of the employment office
when DeMello left to become the assistant director of Athletics.

Since 1997, Kawamoto has served as secretary to the vice chancellor for
student affairs. She served in an acting capacity until February 2001 when

she was named to the permanent position.  Kawamoto
says her current position has been the most challenging,
yet rewarding. And she gives much of the credit to her
current boss, Dr. Keith Miser, who often seeks out her
suggestions.

“He virtually is a workaholic.  He’ll take appoint-
ments all day, then go home and dictate 10-15 letters in
a single night which have to be transcribed the following
day,” Kawamoto said. “He has so much energy and
his mind is always filled with ways to make things
better. That’s why I always have to be on my toes.”

Miser is equally complimentary of Kawamoto, who
he calls “amazing.” He describes her as a bright and
highly motivated lifelong learner, with interests ranging
from fine photography to developing new approaches
and techniques to her job.

“Shirley is one of the best secretaries I have ever
known,” Miser said.  “Her skills, commitment, integrity,
wisdom and leadership ability have made my tenure at
UH Hilo an incredible experience.”

Kawamoto says there are many things she enjoys
about the job that will make it difficult for her to leave.

“I will miss interacting with students, the staff, and
having lunch with the “lunch gang,” Kawamoto said. “I
look forward to coming to work each day for no two days
are alike and each day brings forth new challenges.”

Despite her impending retirement, Kawamoto will
be anything but idle.  She and her husband are planning
a trip to Tahoe this Christmas, and while they have made
several visits to Southeast Asia, they look forward to
some new destinations.

“We haven’t gone to Europe, Australia and New
Zealand yet, and my husband would like to return to
Japan to visit relatives.  I would also like to go to China
and visit other historical places.”

She also intends to spend more time with her two
grandchildren who live on O‘ahu.  But traveling and
family matters will still leave plenty of time for other
activities she is anxious to pursue.

“I want to develop my skills as a photographer, as
well as design more quilts and clothing using kimono
fabrics,” Kawamoto said.  “And I would also like to do
volunteer work if time permits.”

Given her lengthy record of service and accomplish-
ment, there’s no question that Kawamoto’s talents will
be in hot demand.

Spotlight
Continued from page 1
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Accreditation update
by Dr. April Komenaka

Exactly how well UH Hilo does organize and apply
its resources to providing “quality education in the
liberal arts and professional programs”?  With input
from the campus community and data gathered from
many campus sources,  the accreditation steering com-
mittee has concluded that we do reasonably well, and
that the big challenge continues to be to strengthen and
to document our effectiveness as a learning institution.

The committee sends its report on institutional
capacity to WASC on December  15.  The report is based
on the 2000-2001 Self Study, the review of the Strategic
Plan, and the many new developments of the past two
years. Many of the recommendations of the report
emerged from a retreat on September 21 attended by
faculty, staff, administrators, and students. The report is
posted at the accreditation Web site, http://
www.uhh.hawaii.edu/~accred, along with numerous
supporting documents and data summaries required by
WASC.

But the campus won’t be just sitting around waiting
for the WASC site visit in March 2003.  We need to
continue moving forward on a number of fronts.  Con-
gress has been given responsibility and accountability
for managing much of the University’s progress.

New academic program review guidelines and pro-
cess are being implemented and refined. The Congress
Assessment Support committee  (ASC) has been work-
ing with the College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Natu-
ral Resource Management and with  Natural Sciences
departments to bring programs up to speed on the new
emphasis on student learning assessment and student-
centered planning.  Committee Chair Nina Buchanan
and Institutional Research Director Lynne Stamoulis
have given program chairs training and have helped to
coordinate the visits of the external reviewers.

The external reviewers are coming to Hilo from dif-

ferent mainland universities with the aim of helping
programs to use their resources more efficiently and to
teach students more effectively.  The ASC has introduced
a promising new step to the review process:  faculty
whose programs will be reviewed next year are partici-
pating in the current reviews as apprentice reviewers.
The next cycle of reviews will begin in Spring 2003, when
the ASC and the institutional researcher begins to train
the next group of programs in student learning assess-
ment.

General education is coming under review, with a
Congress committee constituted of representatives from
all three Colleges beginning the task with a focus on the
basic requirements of written communication, quantita-
tive skills, and world cultures, as well as considering how
UH Hilo might better ensure that general education skills
continue to be developed past the lower division and
throughout the curriculum.  The committee will present
Congress with  an assessment plan for the basic require-
ments early in Spring 2003.

The Congress Academic Policy committee is working
on a more coherent and comprehensive set of procedures
by which proposals for new programs are more carefully
scrutinized in terms of University mission, implications
for existing programs, and realistic projections of re-
source needs.  They are expected to present their plan in
early 2003.

The Congress Budget Committee will continue to
work with the administration to make the University’s
budget process more transparent to the University com-
munity. It is beginning to work on a time line by which
departments and other units can organize their own
planning and budgeting activities.

(Editor’s note: Dr. April Komenaka is co-chair, UH Hilo Self Study
Steering Committee.)
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December

Campus Events

1 Vulcan basketball vs. Utah State, 3 p.m., Civic,
Admission

2 Last day to apply for spring 2002 semester

3 Vulcan basketball vs. Lees-McRae, 7:15 p.m.,
Civic, Admission

4 Dr. Ken Hon on “Focus on UH Hilo,” 8 p.m.,
Channel 54

4, 5 Break Thru Adventures Silent Auction,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Campus Center Private Dining
Room

5 Vulcan basketball vs. CSU-Stanislaus,
7:15 p.m., Civic, Admission

7 Vulcan basketball vs. Fort Lewis, 7:15 p.m.,
Civic, Admission

11 Bela Fleck & The Flecktones, 7:30 p.m., Theatre,
Admission

12 LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION

UH Hilo Holiday Party, 3-5 p.m.,
Campus Center Dining Room

16-20 Final examinations

16 Vulcan basketball vs. Mid America Nazarene,
 7:30 p.m., Civic, Admission

17 Vulcan basketball vs. Ouachita Baptist, 7:30 p.m.,
Civic, Admission

21 Fall Commencement, 9 a.m., New Gym,
Admission by ticket only

23 Final grades due at Records Office

Fall semester ends

25 Holiday: Christmas Day


