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COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

A blessing ceremony is held for improvements at UH 
Hilo’s North Hawai‘i Education and Research Center. 
The center, located in the old Honoka‘a hospital, serves as the 
university’s outreach center for the North Hawai‘i region. Since 
opening two years ago, the center has become a valuable commu-
nity resource and gathering place by offering introductory college 
courses, a wide variety of specialty classes sponsored by the Osher 
Life Long Learning Center, a speaker’s series, and hosting various 
special events, programs and conferences.

For the second straight year, UH Hilo receives the Distinguished 
Delegation award at the 2008 National Model United Nations 
competition in New York City. The team places in the top 10 percent of 
the more than 290 universities from around the world. It is the third straight 
year that the UH Hilo team, coached by Phillip Taylor, professor of political 
science, won an award at the international competition.

Hilo residents Jim and Anne Sadayasu give a $50,000 donation 
to UH Hilo. The gift will support two $25,000 endowed faculty funds at 
the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of Business and Econom-

ics. “The Sadayasu family wishes to thank the people of the Big Island for 
their support throughout the years,” they say at gift acceptance ceremo-

ny. “We in turn are indebted to the Sadayasu family for a gift that will 
help us attract and retain the highest caliber faculty members, while 

building UH Hilo’s reputation as a top quality educational destina-
tion,” says Chancellor Tseng.

UH Hilo’s College of Pharmacy is awarded Candidate 
Accreditation Status by the American Council on Pharma-
ceutical Education. “As the first and only pharmacy school in the 
Pacific Basin from Samoa to Guam to Alaska, we fill a signifi-
cant gap that provides opportunities for Pacific Islanders to earn 
their Doctor of Pharmacy degrees locally,” says Pharmacy Dean 

John Pezzuto. “This makes it more likely they will stay to serve 
the community and hospital pharmacy needs of the islands.” Full 

accreditation will happen in May 2011 when the first group of Pharm 
D. students graduates.

UH Hilo holds a White Coat Ceremony for its Col-
lege of Pharmacy’s class of 2012. The White Coat Cer-
emony is a rite of passage for students entering their first year 
in the professional program. The event is the formal introduc-
tion of the 90 students who make up the college’s second class. 
Current plans call for the addition of 90 students per year for a 
total of four classes. The college is the only pharmacy school in 
the Pacific basin.

       Untying the maile at the blessing 
and grand opening of the first part of 
Phase Two at UH Hilo’s North Hawai‘i 
Education and Research Center in 
Honoka‘a is (left to right) UH Regent 
Marlene Hapai, student Winona Chen, 
State Representative Dwight Takamine, 
UH Hilo director of University Relations 
Gerald DeMello, Chancellor Rose Tseng, 
and director of the center Farrah-Marie 
Gomes. Photo courtesy of NHERC.

      Doctoral students in pharmacy 
class. Photo by Robbyn Peck

Photos by James Rubio
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A historic gathering called “A Global 
Dialogue: Women in Higher Educa-
tion” brings together university presi-
dents and chancellors from around 
the world to share perspectives on leader-
ship. Prior to their “talk story” session, five of 
the women leaders sign agreements with UH Hilo. 
Chancellor Tseng says the agreements could lead to student ex-
change, faculty exchange and research initiatives with the schools 
the women represent.

UH Hilo’s Pacific International Space Center for Explo-
ration Systems (PISCES) hosts teams from the around 
the country to test robotic instruments that will be used in 
upcoming missions to the moon. Scientists and engineers, assisted 
by PISCES staff and Hilo students conduct a full mission simu-
lation featuring three NASA developed robotics, including the 
Selectively Compliant Articulated Robot Arm Rover. 
The tests are designed to provide participants hands-
on experience with specific technical challenges to 
be anticipated when humans return to the moon by 
2020, explore the lunar surface and set up outposts.

The new Student Life Center opens. The facil-
ity provides students with a wide range of health, 
fitness and recreational activities. The 22,600-foot 
structure adjacent to the Athletic Complex includes 
a fitness room, aerobics, martial arts, human perfor-
mance testing, a 50-meter outdoor pool, classrooms, lockers and 
shower facilities, a weight room, and an indoor café.  

     Futuristic rendering of space explorers using robotic 
instruments on missions to the moon. Research on these 
robotic activities are being conducted on the slopes of 
Mauna Kea through UH Hilo’s Pacific International 
Space Center for Exploration Systems or PISCES.

        The newly opened Student Life Center. Photo by James Rubio

       Chancellor Rose Tseng and Regent Harvey 
Tajiri untie the maile lei at the Student Life 
Center blessing while Representative Jerry Chang 
(l) and Senator Dwight Takamine look on. Photo 
by John Oshima.

     Women leaders in education who participate in the 
historic public forum “A Global Dialogue: Women in Higher 
Education,” held at UH Hilo, are from left to right: Moderator 
Luoluo Hong, vice chancellor for Student Affairs at UH Hilo; 
Josephina Castillo Baltodano, president of Marian University 
in Wisconcin; Chen Naifang, former president of the Beijing 
Foreign Studies University in China; Chen Weijia, chairwoman 
of the University Council, Communication University of 
China; Sandra Harding, vice chancellor and president of James 
Cook University in Australia; Virginia Hinshaw, chancellor 
of UH Mānoa; Noriko Mizuta, chancellor of Josai University 

Corporation and president of 
Josai University in Japan; and 
Mary Jossy Nakandha Okwakol, 
vice chancellor of Busitema 
University in Uganda. At far 
right is Rose Tseng, Chancellor 
of UH Hilo.  The discussion 
highlighted the accomplishments 
and professional paths of the 
international female educators.
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      Elementary school students enjoy learning from 
the displays at ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center. Photo by 
William Ing.

      A banner advertises International  
Education Week, which is organized by the 
Global Education and Exchange office. 

UH Hilo’s international education programs make exciting prog-
ress as the university prepares students for a global marketplace. In 2008, 
328 international students are enrolled, which is 8.7% of the student body, 
representing 39 countries. Exchange and study abroad programs have 
about 100 students currently participating. UH Hilo’s Center for Global 
Education and Exchange oversees exchange agreements with 106 interna-
tional universities. 

Linda and John Tolmie establish a $50,000 endowed scholarship 
in the names of their parents, John and Mary Tolmie & James and Fulvia 
Bailey. “UH Hilo has the highest percentage of students receiving financial 
aid of any of the 10 campuses in the University of Hawai‘i system,” says 
Chancellor Tseng. “We would never be able to assist so many students with 
only government aid at our disposal. We are indebted to the Tolmies for 
making a critical difference.”

As part of the University of Hawai‘i Centennial Campaign, an 
ambitious goal at UH Hilo to raise $15 million by June 2009 
is set. By December 2008, more than $9.5 million is contributed to the 
campaign, with the UH Hilo endowment increased to over $3.5 million. 
“We are grateful for the generosity of the many donors whose support re-
flects the shared vision of UH Hilo’s role in transforming our students, our 
island and state,” says Chancellor Tseng. “There is still time to take part in 
this important transformation and a commitment from you today will help 
leave a powerful legacy for the future of our community.”

The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, which supports 
science-based initiatives, awards UH Hilo’s ‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center of Hawai‘i $637,000 for science and technology education for 
K-12 students from around the island.

UH Hilo’s ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center of 
Hawai‘i, the Office of National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Pacific Islands Region, and Volcanoes 
National Park sign a memorandum of agree-
ment to collaborate on education, outreach, staff 
interchange, and training. 

UH Hilo receives a five-year National Sci-
ence Foundation grant to start a Center of 
Research Excellence in Science and Tech-
nology (CREST). The university’s Tropical 
Conservation Biology and Environmental Science 
graduate program will establish the collaborative 
CREST Center in Tropical Ecology and Evolution 
in Marine and Terrestrial Environments.

      Chancellor Rose Tseng (l) and UH Hilo 
Director  of Financial Aid Jeff Scofield (r) stand 
with John and Linda Tolmie, who have established 
an endowed scholarship at the university. Photo by 
Walter Dudoit.

      Don Price, co-project 
director for EPSCoR will serve 
as the Principal Investigator 
for the Center of Research 
Excellence in Science and 
Technology (CREST). 
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Chancellor Tseng announces she is stepping 
down as chancellor in 2010: 

“My years at UH Hilo have been some of the best 
of my life and very rewarding. Soon I will com-
mence on my next phase of intellectual stimula-
tion working on projects in which I am personally 
interested.

“A lot has been accomplished during the 10 years 
I have been chancellor. With everyone working 
together, we have increased enrollment, built new 
facilities, started new degree programs, increased 
grants, and increased global recognition of UH 
Hilo.

“We moved together in the same direction and overcame many 
obstacles to take advantage of many opportunities. Now that UH 
Hilo has permanent deans and vice chancellors, I feel it’s in a 
good position to keep the momentum going.

“2010 is over a year from now and should give the university 
enough time to plan and strategize. Our momentum has been so 
positive that I’m confident UH Hilo will attract excellent candi-
dates to be its next chancellor. I’ll be in contact with President 
McClain about initiating a search with broad participation from 
the UH Hilo campus and the community.

“I look forward to working with all of you in the months ahead 
to continue our string of accomplishments. Together we make 
great things happen!

“Mahalo for all your support.”

“We moved together 
in the same direction 
and overcame many 
obstacles to take 
advantage of many 
opportunities.”

-Chancellor Rose Tseng

Photo by John Oshima.

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo:  A Timeline of Progress

2008



38

We’ve built the foundation for  
continued momentum. Now let’s look 
to the future.

•	 UH Hilo will be a world class university that benefits stu-
dents of all backgrounds and engages the community.

•	 UH Hilo will continue to integrate science and technology 
with cultural perspectives to enable students to be successful 
global citizens.

•	 UH Hilo will continue to develop programs where there are 
professional workforce needs such as accounting, social work, 
and allied health programs.

•	 UH Hilo will continue to strengthen its role as an economic 
engine of the state, providing workforce training in answer to 
regional needs.

•	 UH Hilo will be a true second university of the state em-
phasizing professional education, applied arts, agriculture, 
engineering, as well as maintaining its high quality liberal 
arts programs. 

•	 UH Hilo will continue to take advantage of its unique locale 
by emphasizing programs that support the rural component 
of the state.

       Spring 2008 
Master of Arts graduate 
candidates. Photo by 
John Oshima.

      Building for the Future: The Science and Technology 
Building 

In April 2007, the state released $23.8 million in 
construction funds for the Science and Technology 
Building project (rendering above). The new facility will 
include classrooms, offices and laboratories for various 
science-related programs.  The new building is the first 
phase of a new science and technology complex that will 
provide classrooms and research facilities to support 
growing enrollment programs as well as sponsored 
research. The needed classroom space and new state-of-
the-art labs will help keep UH Hilo education in science 
and technology on the leading edge in a rapidly changing 
world.  

Student Services Building expansion.

College of Pharmacy Complex. 

The Future
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       Aerial photo of 700 acres surrounding the UH Hilo campus, where there is lots of 
room for future university growth. Photo by William Ing.

•	 UH Hilo will further develop its role as a cultural leader 
through its programs in music, dance, theater, studio arts and 
Hawaiian studies. The university will expand its offerings of 
public performances and will help strengthen and sustain the 
cultural base of the island through its graduates. 

•	 UH Hilo will optimize its land base of approximately 710 acres, 
which provide many options for development and growth. 
(Large land-grant universities have, as a national norm, 500 
acres. UH Hilo’s most recent addition is 55 acres flanking West 
Lanikaula Street and Mohouli Street.)

•	 UH Hilo will be a true residential campus and Hilo a true  
college town. 

Kīpuka Native Hawaiian   
 Student Center promotes 

cultural and leadership 
development as well as spiritual 

well-being and academic 
excellence. Photo by William Ing.

       Student Life and Event Center will 
expand the existing Student Life Center.
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